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PRESIDENT’S COLUMN

JOE LUSK

METRO VOLUNTEER LAWYERS AND ATTORNEY REGULATION SURVEY
Hello 1st JD members, and Happy New Year to all of you. This first month of 2019, the 1 st JD would
like to inform you of requests for attention from two distinctly different entities we deal with every
day as attorneys.
First, Metro Volunteer Lawyers (“MVL”) would like you to know that they now have a Facebook page,
which can be found here: https://www.facebook.com/Metro.Volunteer.Lawyers/. MVL is supported
by the 1st JD financially and through the volunteer efforts of our members (for which we and MVL
thank you). In this issue of the Proclamation, we are republishing an article by MVL’s staff attorney
Anthony Pereira about the organization. I encourage you to read the article and to join me and
many other 1st JD members by volunteering with this worthy charitable organization.

Second, the Office of Attorney Regulation Counsel has asked that our members (and all other Colorado attorneys) complete an anonymous demographic survey. The survey has only six questions and
takes less than two minutes to complete. The survey link is here: https://www.surveymonkey.com/
r/Colorado-Attorney-Demographics-Survey.

GUEST ARTICLE
Anthony Pereira
Allegretti Grant Attorney for MVL

Metro Volunteer Lawyers-More Than Just Family Law
Metro Volunteer Lawyers (MVL) is known for all the work it does helping low-income clients in the realm of Family Law. In
fact, MVL has two separate clinics specifically for family law. MVL runs the Family Law Court Program, helping clients complete uncontested cases, and the Post Decree Clinic, helping clients with issues that arise after their dissolution of marriage or the allocation of parental responsibilities case. However, these services are only a part of what MVL offers the Denver Metro community. MVL helps people with a wide range of civil legal issues that include: probate, consumer, bankruptcy, social security, housing, mediation
services, and more.
For example, imagine you are an aging senior citizen with little to no income. Fortunately, you live in a facility that provides rent assistance
because you can barely afford basic needs as it is. Now, suppose something happened to you and you could no longer communicate with your
doctors. Your bank. Your family. Perhaps it was a car accident, a stroke, or any number of things that could have caused the impairment. Perhaps you are starting to have trouble understanding what is going on around you and you fear it is getting worse. Certainly advance planning
documents like a medical power of attorney or a financial power of attorney would be helpful to prevent your loved ones from going through a
costly and slow court process. However, no one is able to explain these documents to you. You cannot get an attorney to help because you
cannot afford one and, even if you could, you lack the ability to travel to the attorney. So what are you to do?
Continued on Page 3
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Thankfully, MVL serves low-income elderly clients in this exact
situation through its mobile Power of Attorney (POA) Clinic. This
clinic is our most mobile clinic because we bring our services to
the clients by operating the clinic at a host site like a senior living
facility or senior community. MVL screens and selects a host site
based on the need for services as well as the location of the site,
income of the community, and age of the community. Going to a
different site each month allows us to serve clients who often have
transportation issues.
MVL’s POA clinic is completed in two parts. The first part is a
presentation given either by MVL staff or by a volunteer attorney
who is gracious enough to give time to this cause. The presentation educates seniors about documents that they may not even
know exist, like a POA or a living will. The clients are then scheduled to come back about a week later when MVL returns with a
group of volunteer attorneys to complete the documents.
Volunteer attorneys sit with the clients one-on-one and help them
complete various advance planning documents, including: medical
power of attorney, financial power of attorney, living will, and declaration of disposition of last remains. The client leaves the clinic
with signed, witnessed, and notarized documents. The client also
leaves with peace of mind, and that is only possible because of our
wonderful volunteers.
The POA clinic sees a lot of regular volunteers who form the foundation of the clinic and the clinic would not be possible without
their contributions. We have seen volunteers who are new to the
clinic, but are becoming consistent volunteers. The clients assisted
through the clinic appreciate these volunteers because the clients
receive help through a process that can be difficult to complete
alone. MVL appreciates these volunteers because it allows us to
have successful clinics on a regular basis and serve the community.
This clinic now has the opportunity to better serve the elderly community because of a recent grant given to MVL by Kim Allegretti.
Since 2014, MVL has tried to have the clinic once a month in
downtown Denver, but MVL serves the entire Denver-Metro Area.
Thanks to this grant, MVL is expanding this clinic into the surrounding counties of Adams, Arapahoe, Jefferson, and Douglas.
MVL is also looking to increase the frequency of these clinics. The
expansion began in March of 2018 with a pilot project in Arapahoe
County and has since expanded it into Jefferson County. Since the
pilot project began, MVL hosts clinics twice a month, once in Denver and once in a surrounding county. These clinics are successful
because of a new group of volunteer attorneys, but more volunteers are needed if the POA clinic is to succeed long-term in the
surrounding counties.

MVL serves two communities: (1) low-income clients in need of
legal assistance, and (2) members of the legal community. MVL
serves the clients by providing them with access to justice and
assistance with their legal issues. MVL serves the legal community by providing opportunities to volunteer and give back to the
community. As attorneys we are in a unique position to contribute
a service to the community that others cannot provide. Following
C.R.C.P Rule 6.1, every lawyer has a professional responsibility
to provide legal services to those unable to pay. The Colorado
Supreme Court encourages lawyers and firms to render at least
ﬁfty hours of pro bono public legal services each year. MVL runs
clinics and connects attorneys with referral cases to help attorneys give back and meet this aspiration.
MVL offers many different ways to volunteer, from microvolunteer opportunities to full case referrals. The POA clinic, like
our other clinics, is a micro-volunteer opportunity because the
time commitment is only a few hours for each clinic. The Denver
Indian Center Clinic is a walk-in clinic conducted in the evening
that gives attorneys who are unavailable during the day an opportunity to volunteer. The Post Decree Clinic provides the opportunity to consult with a client one-on-one about family law
issues that arise after permanent orders were entered. The Family Law Court Program is a clinic where volunteers help clients
complete paperwork to get the process started on their family law
case, and later represent them for their permanent orders hearing only. All of our clinics provide attorneys the opportunity to
provide a client with limited representation and unbundled services. MVL also connects attorneys with clients for full case referrals in a wide variety of civil legal fields.
There are many great causes and volunteer opportunities out
there. I encourage you to find one that fits your desires. MVL as
an organization exists to provide attorneys with a plethora of
opportunities to choose from. MVL is a safe way to volunteer
because MVL staff is present at all its clinics for support, and if
you volunteer through MVL you are covered under MVL’s malpractice insurance.
If you are interested in volunteering or you want to learn more
about our clinics visit our website at denbar.org/mvl or contact
tdasent@denbar.org.
Anthony Pereira is currently Allegretti Grant Attorney for Metro Volunteer Lawyers (MVL). He attended law school at American University
Washington College of Law in Washington DC. After moving to Denver,
Pereira began as an intern for MVL, and then became the Rovira Scholar in September 2017. His work at MVL includes helping low income
clients with family law matters and managing the expansion of the Power of Attorney Clinic.

1ST JD BAR
ASSOCIATON GRANTS
The bar association is taking
applications for non-profit grants.
Applications are due January 31, 2019 and
will be disbursed by April 30, 2019.
You may access the grant application on the
website at 1stjd.org under Grant Information
at the bottom of the page.

ASK AN ATTORNEY CLINICS
Looking for attorneys to volunteer
FAMILY LAW & CIVIL LAW
To volunteer for specific dates
and times contact
brigitte.smith@judicial.state.co.us

CLE LUNCHEON
HOW TO MAKE STRESS WORK FOR YOU
Presented by:
Sarah Myers, Executive Director of
Colorado Lawyer Assistance Program
(COLAP)
Tuesday, February 12, 2019
12:00-1:00 p.m.

Program will start promptly
at 12:05

SAVE THE DATE
OPEN HOUSE
Thursday, April 25, 2019
Pickard Law PC
JUDGES AND AWARDS BANQUET
Saturday, September 14, 2019
Red Rocks Country Club
GOLF TOURNAMENT
Thursday, September 19, 2019
Hiwan Golf Club

Jeffco Courthouse
Lookout Mountain Room
CLE & Lunch: Members $20
CLE & Lunch: Non-Members $25
No Lunch $10

RSVP to:
http://1stjd.org/events/#!event/2019/2/12/how-to-make
-stress-work-for-youpresented-by-sarah-myersexecutive-director-of-colorado-lawyer-assistanceprogram-colap-program-will-begin-promptly-at-12-05

OR

admin@1stjd.org
Application for 1 Ethics CLE Credit pending

Great News from the Golf Tournament Committee
Thank you to the following players and sponsors who generously donated their fees and sponsorship contributions after the Golf Tournament was cancelled due to weather. The 1st JD Bar Association and the 1st JD Bar Association Golf Committee are pleased to announce that Court
Support Jeffco, the designated recipient of the Golf Tournament this year, received a donation
of $4,281.70. The 1st JD Bar Association asks that you consider utilizing the services of these
outstanding companies.

A Stronger Core -Mark McIntosh

https://seekvictory.com

Bradley, Devitt, Haas & Watkins PC

https://goldenlawyers.com

Hansen & Company Inc

http://acourtreporter.net

JAMS

https://jamsdenver.com

John Lobus

https://goldenlawyers.com

Pelegrin & Radeff PC

https://prfamlaw.com

Graham Peper

graham@peperlawoffice.com

Pickard Law PC

https://lawpickard.com

Michael R. Smith PC

mike@msmithlaw.com

Walsh Law PC

https://walshlawpc.com
___________________________________________

Thank you to the following players and sponsors who generously donated their fees and sponsorship contributions after the Golf Tournament was cancelled due to weather. The 1st JD Bar Association and the 1st JD Bar Association Golf Committee are pleased to announce Senior Law
Day, the designated recipient of the Golf Tournament for 2017, received a donation of $784.80.
The 1st JD Bar Association asks that you consider utilizing the services of these outstanding
companies.

Hunter Geist

https://huntergeist.com

Hulse Law Firm

https://hulselawfirm.com

JAG

https://jaginc.com

XeBee

https://xebee.com

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING
OFFICE SPACE FOR LEASE
PROFESSIONAL BUILDING
6595 West
14th Avenue,
Lakewood, 80214
One upstairs suite (two rooms)
approx. 850 sq. feet
Easy access to all courts
Cable/Internet available
Two conference rooms available
Non Smoking
Copier & Fax machine available
Full Kitchen available
Ron Servis 303.237.5020
Charles Cuchiara 303.234.1418

FRIE, ARNDT & DANBORN P.C.
Attorneys and Counselors at Law

is pleased to announce that

JOSEPH M. MAHER
has joined the firm
Mr. Maher’s practice focuses on
family law and general civil matters
___________________
7400 Wadsworth Boulevard, Suite 201
Arvada, Colorado 80003
TEL (303)420-1234 FAX (303)431-7644
www.friearndt.com
josephmaher@friearndt.com
Fiduciary Services
Carol Johnson, J.D.
Client seeking a competent
Trustee or Personal
Representative to execute their
estate less expensively than a
law firm or bank?
303-474-4235
Carol-530@comcast.net

INVERNESS OFFICE SPACE
We have 4 furnished/unfurnished
offices available,$500-1000/month,
month-to-month or long-term basis.
Amenities include:
Telephone answering, internet, 3-4 shared conference
rooms, beautiful waiting area, full kitchen, ample free
parking, private patio, locker room/showers, potential
for staff workstations, and access to separately billed
high speed copiers and postal machine. This is not an
office suite, it is a deluxe, professional, high-profile
firm environment located directly on the
Inverness golf course.
Contact Sfitzke@sfhlaw.net
for more information.

MOCK TRIAL
It's that time of year to mark your calendar for the
2019 First Judicial District High School Mock Trial Tournament.
The tournament will be held Tuesday through Friday, February 5th, 6th, 7th, & 8th. Each day, one round
of competition will be held, starting at 3:00 p.m. and ending at approximately 5:00 p.m. Judges need to
arrive by 2:30 p.m. All trials will be held at the Jefferson County Courthouse, 100 Jefferson County Parkway, Golden, Colorado. We will likely need 25 to 28 judges for every day of the competition. We have six
to seven teams participating this year and will hold six rounds and a practice round every day of the competition. If you know of anyone who might be interested in helping out, please pass along this email.
If you can help, please reply to jenmelton99@yahoo.com and let me know which date or dates you are
available and willing to judge. When you reply, also let me know if you are willing to act as the presiding
judge, if you have any potential conflicts with any of the high schools, and whether you'd like to be assigned
to the same panel with a specific colleague. We will do our best to accommodate your requests. I will send
you a confirmation email letting you know which date or dates you have been assigned to and I will provide
you with more information about the event. We have been fortunate in the past to have a few volunteers
who are willing to volunteer for more than one day of competition, so if you send me two or more dates, I
will assume that you are willing to judge on each of those days.
As always, thanks in advance for your assistance. We could not host this competition without the help of
numerous people.

OPEN HOUSE ON DECEMBER 6
SOME OLD AND NEW FACES AND HOSTED BY:
O’Brien Thomas & Bibik, LLC
Evan Lipstein
Decker & Jones PC-George Bailey
Ebisch Law Firm
The Hickey Law Firm LLC
Law Office Of Mike Levy
Triple L Law PC -Jake Lilly
The Law Firm of Julia G McVey
James F Stanley, Attorney at Law
Vadenboncoeur Law Office LLC

